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Southeast Florida Utility Council 
SEFLUC Meeting


Minutes
January 14, 2008

1:34 PM

Broward County WWS

  Meeting called by:
Julie Leonard
Type of meeting:
Regular Meeting

  Facilitator:
Julie Leonard
Note taker:
Thomas Miller

Attendees:
             See Attached List

Minutes



Agenda item:
Minutes Approval
Presenter:
Julie Leonard

Discussion:  
None

Conclusions:
Motion By:     Palm Beach County   Second By:   Cooper City Unanimous Approval:  Yes  No  





Agenda item:
Treasurer’s Report
Presenter:
Brian Shields

Discussion:  
Mr. Shields updated the Council, the treasurers’ reports for November and December as there was no December meeting.  Mr. Shields noted an ending balance for November of $69,918.75 with disbursement in the total amount of $973.00 to Ed de la Parte, P.A. for UIC actions and to Resource Trends, Inc. for presentation travel.  The closing balance for December was $68,731.18; including a recorded deposit in the amount of $75.00 and disbursement in the amount of $1,262.57 for the December Holiday Luncheon.

Conclusions:
None



Agenda item: 
USEPA Groundwater Rule
Presenter: 
Miguel Arroyo, COFL

Discussion:
Mr. Arroyo was not present.  Ms. Leonard indicated that there was no new information since Mr. Arroyo’s last report, and provided the Council with an email dated January 11th.  The issue appears to be getting more onerous as the “Bird Rule” is tied closer to the federal ground water rule.  More debate appears likely and implementation is expected to continue for at least 2 more years.  

Conclusions:
None



Agenda item: 
Sea Level Rise
Presenter: 
L. Douglas Yoder, Miami-Dade Co.

Discussion:
Mr. Yoder provided the Council with a copy of a Science and Technology Committee, Miami-Dade County Climate Change Task Force report entitled Statement on Sea Level in the Coming Century. The report was dated September 19, 2007.  According to Mr. Yoder, the report attempts to relate the Task Force’s 50-100 year vision of impacts that may occur as result of global warming.  The report comes to conclusion that we are likely to see by 2050, at least a 1.5 foot sea level rise; maybe more.  The Regional Planning Councils have done mapping to show what could happen at progressive sea level rise levels and has placed it on their website.  At a 5-foot sea-level rise, much of Miami-Dade is no longer habitable. For those of us with significant infrastructure, that potential threat is significant. Turkey Point, for example, would be an island.  This report, if nothing else, is certainly thought provoking and logically, has a bearing on those decisions being made now relative to future land uses, the fate of future infrastructure, etc.  Miami-Dade is considering this in its design of new facilities and in its growth and development forecasts.  Insurance companies & banks may shortly begin to consider future development viability.  An interesting phenomenon from a planning standpoint is what to do with the new information.  Most of us don’t look 50 years out, even though the infrastructure will last that long.  The Climate Change Task Force is now in the process of gathering initial information to make recommendations.  While we don’t know yet what those recommendations may be, those of us in the utility business need to be contemplating what appears to be more certain reality with each passing day.  If the entire Greenland ice sheet melted, we would more likely be looking at a sea level rises more in range of 20ft.  This would mean massive dislocations.  Relocations would be our inevitable future.  To a question posed by a Council member whether he was aware of any other utilities that were looking at this issue, he indicated that Palm Beach county looking at the issue as a component of an AWARF study.  The modeling effort would consider the implications of climate change.  Mr. Yoder concluded that the consensus of The county Task Force was, notwithstanding other related issues (dengue fever, etc.), the most serious impact from global warming is sea level rise, and the options are limited to building on higher ground in coastal areas where storm surge is an issue, consider structural integrity alternatives, relocate to a less compromised location, or just continue to monitor what happens.      

Conclusions:
None

Agenda item: 
Water Shortage Restrictions
Presenter: 
Julie Leonard, COFL

Discussion:
Ms. Leonard introduced the topic of water shortage restrictions, reminding the SEFLUC of a letter sent to the South Florida Water Management District from Mr. Bailey and the Permanent Irrigation Rule Subcommittee to request that a technical working group be established under the auspices of the Water Resource Advisory Committee (“WRAC”), composed of the affected stakeholders and their representatives and certain key personnel from the District’s legal and technical staff.  She related that a copy of that letter had been provided to the Members in their meeting packets, but to date no response had been received from the District regarding the Council’s request.  Mr. Elsner indicated a response was being prepared.

Mr. Elsner was introduced and distributed “Water Matters” and “Just-the-Facts” for residential and commercial water users’ handouts.  Mr. Elsner referred to the “Water Matters” handout to update the Council on the present water shortage restrictions.  He indicated that we are now into Phase III restrictions.  That means that residential irrigation of less than 5 acres is restricted to one-day per week watering; odd addresses may water on Monday, either 4 a.m. to 8 a.m. or 4 p.m. to 8 p.m., but not both.  Even addresses may water on Thursdays at either of the same times as the odd addressees.  The District listened to the feedback received at the lessons learned meetings and thanked SEFLUC for their input.  The District made every effort to address the issues raised: to provide stress relief by changing irrigation hours (moved off weekends), and eliminated the back-to-back day watering to allow utilities to address their storage needs.  Mr. Elsner asked the Council to see the District’s website for more details.  From the utility operations perspective, he further related changes.  Where the District used to have a 45psi requirement; that requirement is now voluntary due to concerns about fire protection.  Furthermore, he also stated that flushing is now allowed 24 hours per day, but requires that a sign be posted to visibly relate to the public what you are doing. He suggested that language on the sign include statements related to “mandatory flushing & compliance with water restrictions”.  He further noted that even automatic flushing now requires a sign. The use of 100% reclaimed water is exempt; however for golf courses, if a portion of their irrigation water comes from lakes or potable sources, that portion of their water use is not exempted; lake blending is only exempt if they are irrigating one gallon of lake water for one gallon of reclaimed water that use lakes for reclaimed water storage. 

Mr. Elsner indicated the District has initiated development of a comprehensive water conservation program.  A stakeholder group to provide input in the development has been assembled with representatives from various water user groups including with utility representatives from Palm Beach County, Miami-Dade County, Collier County utilities and a couple of  local governments.  The first meeting of the group was held on December 17, 2007.  The next meeting will be held on January 28, 2008.  The District anticipates that the stakeholders’ summit will meet three more times before April when the draft comprehensive water conservation program will be presented to the District’s Governing Board for review and action.  Presently, there is no rule making going on.  The process is an outgrowth of the Water Resources Advisory Committee umbrella.  A comment was raised by a member of the Council that there is a conflict for many to attend the January 28th meeting due to a concurrent Growth and Water Supply Summit being held in West Palm Beach; asked would the District to consider changing the next meeting.  Mr. Elsner indicated that he would take that request back to District management for consideration.  Another question was raised whether or not the Council would have the opportunity to comment on findings of the stakeholders?  Mr. Elsner indicated that they would and he would send a link to the District’s website for more details.  Mr. Elsner summarized that rulemaking is anticipated to be part of the implementation of the program and no rulemaking is planned between now and April.  In addition to participation at stakeholder meetings, Mr. Elsner indicated that rulemaking would be another opportunity for the SEFLUC to get involved.



Conclusions:
None

Other Information



Standing Sub-Committees:

1. Hurricane Sub-Committee (Brian Shields, PBCWUD):

No Update

2. Bird Rule Sub-Committee (Miguel Arroyo, FLWU):

See Topical Item Above

3. UIC Friend of the Court (Brian Shields, PBCWUD):

Awaiting guidance document to be developed in March of this year.  No SEFLUC action ongoing at this time.

4. Year-Round Watering Guidelines (Randy Brown, PBPW):
See Topical Item Above

New:


Ocean Outfalls:  Mr. Peronie related to the Council that there was interest related to legislation that is being proposed by the state Senate Environment Committee concerning existing ocean outfalls. Miami-Dade is perceived as having the largest discharge.  Cursory calculations place retrofit costs between $1.0 Billion (210 MGD high level disinfection to deep well) to $4.0 Billion for conventional retrofit to purple pipe due to the highly urbanized situation in Miami-Dade County.  The proposed legislation is being driven in part by the perception that discharges are creating environmental problems with reefs and in part also by the perception of waste.  Recently Miami-Dade County received approval for a 20 year CUP to achieve 50% reuse.  At this time, the County is considering projects that eliminate outfall discharge.  They anticipate growth over next 20 years to be accommodated through surface and groundwater reuse.  We anticipate 200 mgd available, but it will be expensive.  Presently, the Miami-Dade Chairman has reported to the FDEP how the plan would accomplish this objective.  In meantime, a shell bill has been developed.  Presently, there is not much interest on the House side and the state is unlikely to fund outflow diversions.  The FDEP has distributed bill language to all stakeholders.  We will make sure SEFLUC gets the planned language.  Additionally, Mr. Peronie updated the Council on the latest FACE studies. He attributes the reef impacts observed to a combination of inlet discharges and upwelling of gulfstream nutrients. Mr. Peronie also mentioned water temperature as an issue relating recent results of a Caribbean study that shows water temperature, not nutrients, as reason for reef decline.  Although not finalized yet, the report is going to the FDEP in draft.  Senate Chair did say that FDEP must respond to each and every point of each presenter.  They must respond whether they agree, disagree and why.  Senators Dockery and others are also looking at the economic benefit and value gained.  To a question from the Council on what prompted this interest, Mr. Peronie related that the idea came from the FDEP and also from Senator Ken Pruitt, president of Senate, from a water quantity perspective. 

Congratulations:  Bill Brandt on becoming a new Grandfather.   

Note:  The order of items listed herein on the minutes does not necessarily reflect the order in which the items were presented to the SEFLUC.
Meeting Adjourned:
2:33 PM

Submitted:





Approved:

Thomas H. Miller

Date:


Michael F. Bailey, P.E.

Date:

