Southeast Florida Utility Council 



Monday, November 17, 2008

1:30 – 3:00 PM

Broward County Water & Wastewater Services

2555 West Copans Road

Pompano Beach, Florida 33069

________________________ MEETING MINUTES___________________________
1. Administration:

a. Chair, Hector Castro (Sunrise Utilities) called the meeting to order, welcomed everyone and asked for introductions.  Hector announced that immediately following the regular meeting of SEFLUC, there would be a closed door attorney/client confidential privilege meeting of the Utility Members to discuss the SFWMD Year-Round Irrigation “Rule”.  The “Rule” was published in the Florida Administrative Weekly on Dec 7, 2008; comment deadline is Nov 28; Public Hearing on Jan 15, 2009 (previously scheduled for Dec 11, 2008)
b. Hector asked for changes or approval of the minutes from October 13, 2008: Motion to approve by Brian Shields, Palm Beach County; second by Randy Brown, Pompano Beach.  The motion passed without objection.
c. Treasurer Brian Shields reported that the closing balance as of October 31, 2008, was $67,883.43.  Dues notices will be sent out in the spring of ’09.
2. The Main Event:

a. FS/AWWA Utility Council and FWEA Utility Council Update: Lisa Wilson-Davis, Chair, FS/AWWA Utility Council Legislative and Regulatory Committee, distributed her comprehensive report and then walked the group through each item.  Both UCs are gearing up for the 2009 legislative session – with the biggest issue being “no money”.  FS/AWWA UC is looking to expand council participation and Lisa requests you to contact her if you are interested.  See attached report.  “Save Water Please” stickers were distributed - provided by a Broward County citizen who is promoting water conservation.
3. Standing Sub-Committee(s) Reports: 

a. Hurricane (Brian Shields):  Bad news for Cuba; good news for us!
b. Bird Rule:  no report
c. Bylaws Review:  no report
4. New Business/Upcoming Events:

a. Charlotte St. John reported she spoke with a representative of the U.S. Mayors Water Council Summit which will be held in Palm Beach Nov 18 – 19, 2008.  Edgar Fernandez (MDWS) advised of this event and will attend both days; Tom Miller will attend 2nd day only.  No one else was available to attend.  

b. Everyone was reminded of the FS/AWWA Fall Conference in Orlando, Nov 30 – Dec 3; several members are planning to attend.
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c. Randy Brown suggested we invite FDEP to report on the groundwater rules; Mike suggested Jose Calle in the WPB office or Van Hoofnagel in Tallahassee.
d. John Crouse, Broward County WWS, reported on the Broward Water Resources Task Force and Broward Leaders Water Academy.  Several meetings have been held, and a site visit on November 7 included tours of the Pompano Beach Reuse Treatment Facility and the East Central Regional Water Reclamation Facility in West Palm Beach.
e. Matt Bokor, public affairs consultant, and David Youngquist, Youngquist Brothers, introduced themselves and mentioned their early involvement in SEFLUC in the early 1990s.  They are very interested in getting back involved and would like to make a presentation about their company sometime in the future.
f. Jose Lopez, SFWMD, announced a one day Seminar, to be held tentatively May 15, 2009, in conjunction with Chen and Associates, WWH, CDM and Carollo Engineers focused on:
i. Regulatory concerns

ii. Utilities

iii. Technical issues

iv. Funding
5. Adjourn:  There being no further business, a motion to adjourn was made by Tom Miller (PBCWUD) and seconded by Julie Leonard (Ft. Lauderdale).  Motion passed without objection.
Note:  There were 28 attendees; sign-in sheets are on file.
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