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South Florida Water Management 
  

WRAC Meeting 
Thursday, February 3, 2011 – 9:00am, SFWMD Headquarters:  Agenda 
 

Peer Review of East Coast Florida Aquifer System Model Phase II 
Thursday, February 3, 2011 – 9:00am, SFWMD, Building B-2, 2S Estero Bay Conference Room 
Monday, February 14, 2011 – 9:30am, SFWMD, B-1 Richard Rogers Conference Room 

 

Tallahassee Happenings 
 

Important Legislative Dates - attached 
 

Select Committee on Water Policy Update 
Chair: Trudi Williams (R-75)  
Vice Chair: Brad Drake (R-5)  
Jason Brodeur (R-33)  
Matthew Caldwell (R-73)  
Charles McBurney (R-16)  
Bryan Nelson (R-38)  
Ray Pilon (R-69)  
Patrick Rooney (R-83)  
Greg Steube (R-67)  
Charles Van Zant (R-21)  
Leonard Bembry (D-10)  
Evan Jenne (D-100)  
Steven Perman (D-78)  
Franklin Sands (D-98)  
Dwayne Taylor (D-27)  
 

Met on Thursday, January 17, 2011  
Link to meeting notice and materials:  
http://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Documents/loaddoc.aspx?PublicationType=Committees&CommitteeI

http://www.sfwmd.gov/wrac/doc/2011-02_WRAC_Agenda_Short.pdf


d=2654&Session=2011&DocumentType=General Publications&FileName=SelCommWaterPol_Mtg_1-27-
11_OCR.pdf 

 

Regulatory Alert 
 

Chromium-6 
Please find below a link to an advisory regarding an AWWA letter delivered Friday to the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency. The letter expresses concern about EPA's recent activities related to chromium-6. Also 
included in the advisory is information on upcoming AWWA testimony before a U.S. Senate Committee. 
http://www.awwa.org/files/GovtPublicAffairs/AdvisoriesAlerts/012811chromiumLetterTestimony.pdf 
 

In the News 
 

ANTI-REGULATION WAVE ENGULFS WATER DEBATE  

 
By KEITH LAING 
THE NEWS SERVICE OF FLORIDA 
 
THE CAPITAL, TALLAHASSEE, Jan. 27, 2011..........Hoping to capitalize on the flood of anti-regulation rhetoric in 
Tallahassee since the inauguration of Gov. Rick Scott, utilities and business groups pushed lawmakers Thursday to 
loosen the rules in the age-old debate about water management and economic growth.  
 
“It’s a good time to sit back and re-look at some of those regulations,” Patrick Lehman, executive director of the 
Peace River Manasota Regional Water Supply Authority, told the House Select Committee on Water Policy during a 
workshop on the issue. “We’re not saying gut the regulations, but I’m saying they can be streamlined: Are they 
obstructing the economic growth? Do they protect the public health? Do they protect the environment?”  
 
Representing the environmental lobby on a panel convened by chair Rep. Trudi Williams, R-Fort Myers, Audubon of 
Florida Executive Director Eric Draper took a different tack, defending what has clearly become a favorite whipping 
post of ruling Republicans in Tallahassee: Government oversight.  
 
“We have a very unusual form of governance in the state of Florida with water management districts, but let’s look 
at some of the benefits we get from those districts before we take them on too far,” he said. “(They are) very 
unusual, but they do a fairly good job of managing our water supply, and making sure all these needs are balances, 
which is what our law actually calls for.”  
 
Draper said he was not just defending the status quo for water regulation, but pressing lawmakers to do more. He 
argued that even with restrictions from the water districts, Floridians use more water per day, about 150 gallons, 
than residents in most other states.  
 
“We don’t really have a water supply problem in the state of Florida,” he said. “What we’ve got is a water demand 
problem, Draper said.  
 
The discussion comes amid recent comments from Agricultural Commissioner Adam Putnam that redirecting water 

http://www.awwa.org/files/GovtPublicAffairs/AdvisoriesAlerts/012811chromiumLetterTestimony.pdf


from northern and rural parts of the state to cities for drinking would create a “civil war” in Florida.  
 
"If we have anybody here from that region, they probably already have one hand on their pistol," said Putnam, who 
like Draper argues more conservation is needed.  
 
Putnam said he favors novel ways to save water, including locating desalinization plants near newly permitted 
nuclear facilities and paying private property owners to store surface water on their land to be released when 
needed. 
 
Likewise, at least one member of the House panel seemed inclined to tinker around the edges, not make wholesale 
changes. Rep. Ray Pilon, R-Sarasota, said the current system appears to be working.  
 
“It’s my opinion that we have one of the best and greatest water policy availability tools in the entire country,” he 
said. “We’re envied by everybody. I think we have the tools in place to meet the needs for the future for the 
environment, for industry, for agriculture, for public use.” 
 
-END- 
1/27/11 
 

Florida business and local government leaders ask Florida Congressional 
delegation to defund EPA’s nutrient criteria rule: 

 M E M O R A N D U M 
 

To:                                           Members of the Media 
From:                                     Florida Employers and Local Government Representatives 
Media Contact:                  Janelle Pepe - 850-222-1996 
Date:                                      January 25, 2011 
 
PDF version of the letter sent to Congressional Delegation attached. 
 
Dear Members of the Media, 
 
Please find attached a letter from 39  Florida employers and local 
government representatives to members of Florida's Congressional 
Delegation regarding the EPA's numeric nutrient mandate for Florida.  
The letter expresses concerns about the cost of this onerous regulation to 
all Floridians, particularly in light of the rule’s significant scientific 
shortcomings and its questionable environmental benefits.   
 
In the letter, the group states, "Because EPA refused the Delegation’s 
request for independent review of the underlying scientific basis and 
economic implications of the now final rule, we respectfully ask that you 
support the state of Florida and deny the Environmental Protection 
Agency funding for implementation and enforcement of this ill-
conceived, unprecedented federal rule." 


